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Public participation in Spain:
a weak starting point

Great diversity, but in general terms:
Lack of tradition

Long lasting democratic deficit
Lost opportunities

Weak LA21 movement

Legal mandate in a growing number of
domains: IPPC, WFD, Aarhus




PP and water administration

Before 2000
A restrictive interpretation
— Councils: National, District
Formal, inoperative bodies

— User commissions (water district level)

. Restricted to some economic interests, real
decision capacity

No participation under the WFD during
2000-2005

(except early (2005) attempt in Guadalquivir)



Participation for the' WFD

Two relevant ini
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Ebro river basin

Largest basm in §pa|n (~ 85.400 Km2)
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The Ebro model
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i iThe Ebro model
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In each system Thematic Discussion groups
(about 12 people)
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Legislative approach

Strong separation between information,
consult and active participation

Forum promoted by the District Water
Councill

Coming from the Forum: working groups,
thematic tables, expert forum

No explicit territorial dimension




Duero

Based on Ministerial scheme
Sectorial tables: -

Managers
Users
Institutions

Enterprises

Structured social fabric

— Multiagents table (~ 50 people) = the stable
participation body for the whole planning
process




Basque Country

3ased on Mi
Structure: Secto

Hydroelectric power

Farming

Freshwater'supply and sewage

Industry

Water environment and aquatic ecosystem

+ territorial tables ¢

East Cantabrian
West Cantabrian
Mediterranean




Close tothe Ebro a"pprOach (main part of -
Navarra belongs to the Ebro basin)
Forum |

—Territorial-tables (sub basin)
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Catalonia
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*At present, informal (and restricted) starting of the process. (No web info.)

**A pilot study based on homogeneous actor’'s workshops was carried out in the fourth term 2006 (No web'info.)




%) remark’" i




Thank you!
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