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Your Excellency Ms. Auken,
Honorable Ministers, Ambassadors,
Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, we are most delighted to gather here for the China-Europe Water
Platform High-level Dialogue Meeting, discuss future work program of
CEWP and seek solutions for pushing forward policy exchange, scientific
and technological cooperation and creating more business opportunities.
First, on behalf of the anistry df Water Resources, P. R. China, I would
like to extend my most sincere welcome to every delegate present here,
and express my heartfelt thanks to guests and colleagues from EU
Member Countries for your long-term care and support to the cause of

water management in China.

In the present day, many countries are faced with the increasing
impacts of climate change and a higher frequency of extreme weather
events. The situation of water scarcity, water pollution and water eco-
environment degradation is on a worsening trend by the days, posing
severe challenges to the safety of peoples life and property. It calls
for a global partnership to deal with these challenges. The Chinese
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government has always attached great importance to water management
and has made remarkable achievements in the allocation, development,
utilization, conservation, protection and management of water resources,
All these efforts have ensured the healthy and rapid socio-economic
development. However, China has always been faced with complicated
water conditions and grim water-related challenges. Therefore, the
Chinese government will double its efforts in further strengthening water
resources management, in light of the overall socio-economic situation.

In 2011, the Chinese government explicitly stated that it will practice the
strictest water resources management system as a strategic measure for
speeding up the transformation of economic development pattern and
focus on the building of a water-saving society as an important driver
for energy-saving and environmentally-friendly development. In January
2012, the State Council of China issued Opinions on Implementing the
Strictest Water Resources Management System and made a holistic
arrangement for the Empleme‘ntation of the system. We have never before
witnessed such frequency and intensity in the release of water policies by
the highest level of government. It fully demonstrates the firm resolution
of the Chinese government in addressing water-related issues.

~China and Europe enjoy a long and fruitful cooperative relationship in
the field of water resources, The Ministry of Water Resources has always
regarded European water administrations as important international
cooperation partners, and entered into bilateral cooperation agreements
or MoUs with 18 water management agencies in European countries.
The valuable experience accumulated and developed by European
countries in terms of ensuring water security, water disasters prevention
and management as well as the harmony between human and nature
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has offered.important inspirations for China s water development.,
Since the 11th Five Year Plan Period, the Ministry of Water Resources
has introduced 12.5 million Euro worth of cutting-edge equipment and
advanced software from more than 10 European countries including
Germany, Denmark, UK, the Netherlands, etc, which has benefited
Chinas water sector and improved S&T innovation capability of Chinas
research institutes. In particular, the successful implementation of China-
EU River Basin Management Programme has tremendously promoted
policy dialogue, technological exchanges and mutually beneficial
cooperation between China and European river basin institutions and
elevated the bilateral cooperation in the field of water resources to a new

height.

During the[étﬁh World Water Forum held in March this year, EU and the
Ministry of Water Resources of the Peoples Republic of China co-hosted
the Dialogue Meeting on Water Resources Management. Ms. Auken
and myself signed the Joint Statement on the Establishment of China-
Europe Water Platform. Ms. Assun o Cristas, Minister of Agriculture,
Sea, Environment and Spatial Planning of Portugal, shared with us
her vision for the future of CEWP. According to the Joint Statement,
China and Europe has established CEWP under the framework of EU
Water Initiative, following the principle of mutual trust, benefit and
reciprocity. Since then, our two sides have each set up a Secretariat with
appropriate staff selected, and held a series of consultations on such
matters as members of the Joint Steering Committee, the three-year
Work Programme, annual work plans and annual meetings. During today s
meeting, we will sign the 2012-2015 CEWP Work Programme, which
clarifies the main tasks and dbjectives of CEWP in the next three years,
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with a vision to further promote China-Europe water policy diaiogue,
encourage scientific research institutions to carry out joint research and
facilitate business cooperation among enterprises of China and Europe.

Ladies and gentlemen, the Press Communiqu released after the 14th
China-Europe Leader Summit proposed that various mutual dialogue
mechanisms should be improved. It highlighted the desirability of
enhanced cooperation and exchange in the field of water resources.
The 15th China-Europe Leader Summit concluded recently listed
water resources as one of the key areas for future China-European
cooperation. All these points to a bright prospect for China-European
water cooperation. I firmly believe that more governmental agencies,
research institutes and business entities will take advantage of CEWP,
which is maturing by the days, and thereby deepening China-European
communication, broadening the scope of cooperation, bringing about
mutual benefits and contributing to a further blossom of the overall
China-Europe strategic partnership.

Finally, I would like to wish this Dialogue Meeting a complete success and
wish all of you a very pleasant stay in China!

Thank you.
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