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From Data and tools to information: 
Knowledge for decision-making.
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• Sole intergovernmental programme of 
the UN
system that is dedicated to water-
related science, management, 
education, and capacity-building 

• 169 Members – 1 Bureau – 1 Council

• UNESCO Water Family network 

 To support Member States and 
contribute their capacity for science-based, 
sound water resources management

UNESCO’s International Hydrological Programme (IHP)
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The World Water Assessment 
Programme (WWAP), with its 
secretariat hosted and led by 
UNESCO in Italy and which 
produces the periodic World 
Water Development Report

UNESCO staff located at 
the Paris headquarters 
of the IHP Secretariat 
and the Regional 
Hydrologists located in 
the UNESCO field offices

IHP National Committees 
representing the 
Programme in 169
Member States

42 UNESCO Water 
Chairs

37 water-related 
Category 2 
Centres under the 
auspices of 
UNESCO

Together, they represent more than 
3000 water experts worldwide

A unique and global network: the UNESCO Water Family
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“You can’t manage what you don’t know” !

Achievement of SDG 6 is conditional to the 
improvement of access to and dissemination 
of knowledge on water

Universal access to information and knowledge: 
Open access policies
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Practical instrument for development 

Tool to reduce the knowledge- and 
capacity-access gap between industrialized 
and developing countries

Free and Open Source Software
combine openness and ICTs

Universal access to information and knowledge: 
Information and communications tools



8 t h W O R L D  W A T E R  F O R U M  |  B R A S Í L I A - B R A S I L ,  M A R C H  1 8 - 2 3 ,  2 0 1 8

www.worldwaterforum8.org | secretariat@worldwaterforum8.org

To support Member States, Institutions,
People in using and developing FOSS for the
effective management of water resources
in their respective countries.

Hydro Free and/or Open-source 
software Platform of Experts

Empowering practitioners to creating Data
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 Open source and free GIS
integrated modeling platform
for promoting Water Resources
Management.

FREE and open source software tools 
for WATer resource management

EU 

Horizon 

2020 

project

Total 

Budget

>1,4 M €

Consortium

19 partners

Universal access to information and knowledge: 
Information and communications tools
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Online participatory platform for sharing 
data, information and knowledge on water

A networking hub

A georeferenced 
information 

database A knowledge sharing platform

Water Information Network System - WINS
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WINS is a georeferenced information database

Map viewer with several 
tools for analysis 
Able to retrieve 
information from the 
layers

Standardized metadata

Open-access information 
that are freely available 

for download 

Possibility to combine 
those layers with 

other information to 
create new maps

More information on 
the contributors who 

shared this map
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WINS is a georeferenced information database
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WINS is a knowledge sharing tool

INSTITUTIONAL MEMORY created
through several types of 
documents. 
Can be viewed and downloaded

Transparency 
and traceability: 
A unique Digital 
Object Identifier 
is embedded in 
the metadata True ID card for any 

document shared
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WINS is networking hub

Groups are administered 
by MANAGER(S)

Username

Groups membership

Details on the 
profile and  
activities

In groups, contributors can 
connect with each others

Hello, …

Exchange messages 

Update on each 
other’s work and 

contributions 

Building capacity 
through an online 

community 
of practice
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• Worldwide efforts towards sound, science-based
management of water resources

• Bringing different water stakeholders (agencies,
Member States, etc.) together to produce and
circulate knowledge

• Visualizing and sharing clear and
understandable water-related information

• Feeding decision-making and policy
recommendations

In conclusion, IHP’s activities contribute to:
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THANK YOU FOR YOUR 
ATTENTION!
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Organization

Support


